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Virginians to vote on same-sex marriage
Joannah Mwokeabia and Alex Woolridge

Capital Hews Service

Wirginians will go to the polls in Movember to decide whether to amend the state Constitution to outlaw gay

rnarriage and civil unians in the commonwealth,

In late January, the Senate joined the House in approving the proposed constitutional amendrent and leqislation
to hold a statewide referendum at the general election on Tuesdavy, Mov., 9. The Senate woted 23-11 in favor of
the constitutional armendment (Senate Joint Resolution 92) and accompanying legislation to conduct the
referendum (Senate Bill 526). The wote was along party lines: All 28 Republican senators woted for SJR 92 and SB

526, Of the Democratic senators, five voted for the proposals and 11 against,

For & Against

Sen., Stephen O, Mewman, R-Forest, sponsared both pieces of legislation, He encouraged his colleagues to approve
the constitutional amendment and ensure that the term *marriage” could apply only to one man and one worman in
irginia, “Other relationships, while they may bring walue, are not equal to marriage. Marriage by any other name
still is not marriage,” Mewman said., “And when the federal courts come looking to overturn Wirginia's current
statute, the great state of Wirginia and its people will have elevated the resolution to the highest possible place:

Wirginia’s Constitution,”

%en. John 5. Edwards, D-Roanoke, argued that same-sex marriages are already prohibited in Yirginia, He said a
1993 law keeps Wirginia from hawing to recognize such marriages from other states, “Wirginia’s code provides that

rnarriage is between ane rman and ane wornan,” Edwards said, "That’s not going to change whether we pass this
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How They Voted?

Cn, Jan. 25, the Senate passed both the constitutional amendment (51 923 and the referendum bill (SB 526) an
identical wotes of 28-11, On Jan. 24, the Senate voted 13-26 against a proposal by Sen, John Edwards to delete

from the constitutional amendment a section that he said would affect contracts between same-sex couples,

Edwards’ amendment

Senator £192 fSBE 526 to 51 92
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