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VCU School of Mass Communications 
Sequence Petition Instructions – NEW CURRICULUM 

See the School of Mass Communications’ Web Site for specific deadlines 
 

 (Please read this entire document thoroughly) 
 

Why must I petition? 
The School of Mass Communications is divided into a Mass Communications FOUNDATION  and 
SEQUENCE. You are in the FOUNDATION.  In order to enroll in upper level (300 – 400-level) MASC 
classes, you must be recognized by the University as a student in the SEQUENCE. This involves completing 
specific courses and having a minimum GPA depending on when you were admitted to VCU. 
 

When should I petition? 
Submit the petition during the semester in which you are enrolled in the remaining classes you are required 
to complete to enter the SEQUENCE. You are strongly encouraged to submit the petition well before the 
deadline to allow for processing and to be able to register on time for the upcoming semester.  
 

Where do I submit my petition? 
Submit the application packet to the School of Mass Communication Office at Temple 2216. 
 

GPA Overall 
Your required VCU CUM GPA must meet the minimum requirement for admission into the upper level 
sequence. This is based on continued enrollment and void of readmission processes.  
  

If you were admitted in 2003-2004 or before, you must have a 2.25 or better 
If you were admitted in 2004-2005, you must have a 2.35 or better 
If you were admitted in 2005-2006, you must have a 2.45 or better 
If you were admitted in 2006 or after, you must have a 2.50 or better 

 

You must maintain this required GPA each semester to remain in the SEQUENCE. You will be asked to 
withdraw from MASC upper level classes if your GPA falls below the required level after semester grades are 
posted on the VCU Records and Registration system. If you do not withdraw, the School will administratively 
withdraw you. 
 

Course Requirements 
You must have completed or be enrolled in ALL of these classes: 
 

MASC 101 UNIV 111 & 112 (“C” or better)     STAT 208  

MASC 102, 103, 104 or 105 Science & Technology ECON 203 

MASC 201 (for advertising only) Math & Statistics POLI 103 (Journalism & PR only) 

MASC 203 or 204  (“C” or better)            Diverse and Global Communities  
  

Transfer/AP/IB/test out Credit 
If you have transfer credits, you must attach a copy of the Dean’s graduation worksheet available from CHS 
Student Services, Hibbs Hall 211. If you were exempt from any of the course requirements through testing, 
AP, IB, etc., please attach appropriate documentation. 
 

When will I be notified?  
Petitions will be processed in the order in which they are received. You will be notified by letter no later than 
the first day of registration for the next semester. The letter will be sent to the address you put on the 
application. Calling the Mass Communications office to inquire about the status of your application will only 
delay the review of it. If admission is denied, you may reapply once you fulfill any requirements not met. 
Petitions are accepted only once during each academic semester.     
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SUGGESTED SEQUENCING OF MASS COMMUNICATIONS COURSES 
AFTER ADMISSION TO THE MAJOR 

 

Strategic ADVERTISING     Creative ADVERTISING 

 
SEMESTER I       SEMESTER I 
MASC 380       MASC 300 
MASC 408 or 409      MASC 380 
MASC Elective       MASC 408 or 409 

 
SEMESTER II       SEMESTER II 
MASC 398       MASC 392 
MASC 399       MASC 394 

 
SEMESTER III       SEMESTER III    
MASC Elective       MASC 450 
MASC Elective       MASC Elective 
MASC Elective       MASC Elective 

 
SEMESTER IV       SEMESTER IV 
MASC 493       MASC 481 
MASC 481       MASC 451 
MASC 459 

 

Broadcast JOURNALISM     Print JOURNALISM 

 
SEMESTER I       SEMESTER I 
MASC 302       MASC 302 
MASC 303       MASC 303 
MASC 363       MASC 363 
MASC 365       MASC 365 

 MASC 366       MASC 366 
         MASC 301 
 

SEMESTER II       SEMESTER II 
MASC 408       MASC 408 
MASC 361       MASC 305 
MASC 464     

 MASC 415      
 

SEMESTER III       SEMESTER III 
3 to 4 credits from MASC 461, 462, 465, 466, 475 or 496  Choose from MASC 403, 404 or 475 

  
 

SEMESTER IV       SEMESTER IV 
MASC 493       MASC 493 
MASC 495       MASC 495   
        Choose from MASC 403, 404 or 475 

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS       
 

SEMESTER I   SEMESTER II      
MASC 323   MASC 333     
MASC 334   MASC 408 

 MKTG 308   SPCH 321 
  
  

SEMESTER III   SEMESTER IV 
MASC 335   MASC 439  
MASC 425   MASC 493 
MASC elective    MGMT 319  

     MASC elective 
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Complete your schedule of classes for your Sequence:   ___________________________ 
 
 Semester: _______ Semester: _______ Semester: ________ Semester: _______ 
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________ 
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________ 
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________ 
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________ 
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________   
 
________________ ________________ _________________ _________________ 
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Foundation Coursework for Mass Communications Sequence 
                 Submit to School of Mass Communications, 2216 Temple Building 
                                                     PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 

      NEW CURRICULUM 

     
STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

  ___________________________________________________________  

  Last name                      First                                  MI    

 
 

  ________________________________________________ 
  Student number (starts with a 7) 

  _________________________________________________ 
  Local Address 

  _________________________________________________ 
  City, State, Zip   
   
 
   

  _______________________    _________________________________ 
  Local phone                                  E-mail 
 
 

  COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Writing                                                                                                                                                  Credits Grade 

 UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry I  
(C grade or better required) 

3  

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry II 
(C grade or better required) 

3  

 
 

Math and Statistics:   Choose one course       Credits    Grade  

STAT 208 3  
 
 

3.  Human, Social, and Political Behavior:   Choose one course. 

ANTH 103  Introduction to Anthropology 
HUMS 300  Great Questions of the Social Sciences 
POLI 103  U.S. Government 
PSYC 101  Introduction to Psychology 
SOCY 101  General Sociology 

Journalism and PR students must take POLI 103  3   

 
 

Science and Technology:   Choose one course       Credits    Grade  

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts ( 4 credits) 
BIOL/ENVS 103 Environmental Science (4 credits) 
CHEM 110 Chemistry and Society 
FRSC 202 Crime and Science 
INSC 201 Energy! 
PHYS 103 Elementary Astronomy 

  

Course Taken   

 
 
 

Diverse and Global Communities     Credits Grade 

INTL 101  Human Societies and Globalization 
POLI/INTL 105  International Relations 
RELS 108  Human Spirituality 
WMNS 201 Introduction to Womenôs Studies 
Course Taken 3  

 

Economics                                                                  Credits    Grade  

ECON 203 Introduction to Economics      OR 
Both ECON 210 & 211 

  

 

o Attach a copy of your unofficial transcript 
                     to this application.  

 
 
  

SEQUENCE.  CHOOSE ONE ONLY. 
Ä Advertising/strategic        
Ä Advertising/creative         
Ä Journalism/broadcast 
Ä Journalism/print 
Ä Public Relations 
 

    I have a VCCS Associateô Degree            Ä  YES      Ä  NO 
 

MASC Advertising     
Credits 

Grade 

MASC 101 Mass Communications (Grade of 

C or better required) 
3  

MASC lab  1  

MASC 201  3  

MASC 204  (Grade of C or better required) 3  

MASC 380  (Grade of C or better required) 3  

 

MASC Journalism     
Credits 

Grade 

MASC 101 Mass Communications (Grade of 

C or better required) 
3  

MASC lab  1  

MASC 203  (Grade of C or better required) 4  

POLI 103 3  

 

MASC Public Relations     
Credits 

Grade 

MASC 101 Mass Communications (Grade of C 

or better required) 
3  

MASC lab  1  

MASC 203  (Grade of C or better required) 4  

POLI 103 3  

 

  GPA Overall 
  Academic Year admitted to VCU and required GPA 
                           CHECK ONE                         
Ä  2004-2005   must have a 2.35 or better 
Ä  2005-2006   must have a 2.45 or better 
Ä  2006 or after must have a 2.50 or better 
 

        Current Cumulative GPA    ________  
 

  GPA MASC    
   What is your current MASC GPA?  _______ 
 

SIGNATURES 
 

______________________________________   
Student Signature                                            Date 
 

______________________________________ 
MASC Adviser Signature                                Date 
 
 
 

 

Please read and complete checklist on reverse side! 
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READ AND INITIAL EACH ITEM IN THE SPACE PROVIDED. This confirms your acknowledgement of VCU, 
College and School academic requirements and regulations.  
 
É Instructions 
 
_____I have thoroughly read all the instructions for petitioning to the major. 
 
 
É Credits 
 
_____I understand that at least 120 credits are required for graduation from VCU. 
 
_____I understand that at least 45 upper-level credits are required for graduation from VCU. All 300- and 400-level 
courses count toward this requirement, including all 300- and 400-level Mass Communications courses. 
 
É Prerequisites and Co-requisites 
 
_____I understand that in order to enroll and remain in any upper-level Mass Communications courses, I must have taken 
all of the prerequisites listed in the VCU Undergraduate and Professional Programs Bulletin for the year I entered VCU. 
 
_____I understand that a prerequisite is a course that is required before I am allowed to take a later course.  A co-
requisite is a course that I am allowed to take at the same time as another course. 
 
É Approved Lists 
 
_____I understand that I must complete courses from the College of Humanities and Sciences Approved Lists to fulfill 
specified general education requirements for the year I entered VCU.  These lists are located in the VCU Undergraduate 
Bulletin and the VCU Schedule of Classes both of which as available on line. 
 
É Academic Responsibility 
 
_____I understand that it is primarily my responsibility to track my academic progress.  This includes counting my total 
and upper-level credits, and checking prerequisites or co-requisites.  I also understand that I should consult with my 
assigned academic adviser at least once per academic year to evaluate this progress. I am aware that my faculty adviser 
is not available during the summer semester. 
 
_____I understand that if I do not maintain the programôs required GPA (for the year in which I was admitted to VCU) I will 
be put on academic warning for one semester and dropped from the major the following semester. 
 
_____I have thoroughly reviewed this application and the requirements of VCU, of the College of Humanities and 
Sciences and of the School of Mass Communications.   I am submitting this information to support my petition to the 
major.  I understand that if I do not meet the conditions of the major admissions for any given semester, I will be 
withdrawn from MASC upper-level courses.  
 

 


