VCU STATEMENT OF SUSTAINABILITY E

Sustainability is the goal of maintaining a good quality of life for those who presently
experience it, while expanding that quality of life to those who lack it; understanding and
respecting the needs of future generations and the limits of natural systems within which
quality human lives are necessarily embedded and dependent.

Sustainability includes, but is not limited to:
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introduction of carbon into the atmosphere by human activity, especially through
carbon-based energy production and consumption; necessitating action to reduce
human carbon footprints, both at the individual, community and institutional levels.

The identification and reduction of negative impacts from human activity upon
human health (e.g., air and water pollution, other exposures to hazardous
substances — both long-term and immediate, stress impacts, etc.).

The recognition of threats to the climate system inherent within the continued E

The identification and reduction of negative impacts from human activity upon “ﬂ
ecosystem health (e.g., lost habitat, biodiversity, ecosystem function, etc.). D
The recognition of the finite nature of our resource base; necessitating the reduction, D
reuse and recycling of materials, the identification and development of renewable D
resources, and increased efficiency in our use of all resources.

On-going dialogue among experts, lay-people, leaders and citizens for the purpose
of learning more about the nature of these challenges, both from a technical and a
human value-based perspective.
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VCU Sustainability: www.vcugoesgreen.veu.edu

VCU Year of the Environment: http://www.vearofenvironment.vcu.edu
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